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Ar the General Convention of Delegates from the Bible‘ Societies’ in: the 
United States, to be held in this City on the 8th of May next, the question ‘re- 
specting the expediency of establishing a National Bible Society for this coun- 
try, will doubtless occasion ‘some interesting discussion. “The followibg Me- 
moir was written with a view to throw some liglit on that: important séBject. 
The facts which it contains, are considé¥ed not Only to have e material bear- 
ing upon that question, but to be of such a charactér as to make the’ commuti- 
cation of them to the public through the medium of ‘this paper not umaécepta - 
ble to the greater part of its readers. | 'Ahy- appropridte rematision the subject 
which may be offered for insertion in the Christian Herald, wilh receive al) 


due attention. > 2Bw 


A Memoir on the subject of a general Bible Society for 
the United States of America.’ ° : 


In a. country Srasteenecee many Bible Societies ‘as. the 
United States, it cannot be necessary to ‘prove, that» 
Christian is under an obligation to promote the universal dif- 
fusion of the sacred records of his religion. The obligation 
is felt and acknowledged; and if the efforts.of American 
Christians to disseminate the Scriptures, have not been. pro- 
portionate to their abilities, it has arisen from their ignorance 
of the great want of Bibles, and from a want of concert 
among themselves, in consequence of the plan they have un- 
fortunately adopted, of éotablishing independent locul Bible 
Societies. 7 

To convince the Christians of America that ‘greater exer- 
tions are necessary than have hitherto beeft ph owe to in- 
duce them to adopt « new system for the direction of their 
exertions, by showing the utter inefficacy of their present 
system, is the object of the following Memoir. 

To prove that greater exertions are necessary, it will, be 
sufficient to show, 

Vor. 1.—No. 3. Cc 
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First, the number of Bibles wanted at home and abroad ; 
and then, 

To ascertain the number we have distributed. 

On entering upon the first inquiry, our hearts sink within 
us at the recollection, that while the population of those coun- 
tries in which the religion of Christ is professed, is no more 
than 213 millions, it is computed that there are in the world no 
less than 650 millions of souls, who have never heard of his 
name. 

But while we lament the darkness of the heathen world, 
let us not think that the light of the Gospel is freely diffused 
in those lands on which the Sun of Righteousness has risen ; 
for, on examination, we shall find that thousands and millions 
are hid from the brightness of his beams. 

The whole number of Bibles which, in 1807, had ever 
been printed for the immense empire of Russia, whose popu- 
lation exceeds 50 millions, was. about six thousand ; at sO 
late as 1811, there were in the provinces of Esthonia and Li- 
vonia, 400,000 families without a Bible. 

In 1812, the number of persons speaking the Finnish Jan- 
guage was not. less than 1,300,000; and yet for 30 years be- 
fore, not a Bible had been printed for their use ; and scarcely a 
single copy was to be purchased. 

In 1811, there were upwards of 1,500,000 Protestants in 
Hungary, possessed of but few Bibles. 

In 1813, it was computed that four out of five in Denmark 
were without Bibles. 

In 1807, in Iceland, whose population is about 50,000. 
there were only 40 or 50 Bibles. 

In 1810, there were of the Persian Christians (so called) 
200,000 who had never seen a Bible in their own tongue ; 
and in Ceylon 350,000 professors of Christianity equally des- 
titute. 

In 1805, it was computed that in the southern part of Ire- 
land two thirds of the Protestant families were without Bibles, 
and among the Catholics it was supposed that not more than 
one family in 500 had a copy of the Scriptures. 

Let us now direct our view to Great Britain, where we are 
apt to suppose that “ the darkness is past, and that the true 
light now shineth.” 

In Wales, there are 350,000 people speaking the Welsh 
language ; but for 30 years before 1793, not a Bible had 
been printed for their use. 

In 1807, among 4000 persons in a certain parish in Scot- 
land, there were found but 12 Bibles. 





“et, 
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In England, so late as 1814, of 960 families in the town 
and neighbourhood of Southampton, 415 families, containing 
1784 individuals, were found, un examination, to be without 
Bibles. ! 

In 1810, it was computed that there were 10,000 families in 
the County of Norfolk without Bibles. 

From an actual inquiry made by order of the Bishop of Dur- 
ham, it was found that in that diocese there were 5800 families 
without a Bible ; estimating the rest of England and Wales 
in this proportion, they must contain 350,000 families desti- 
tute of the Scriptures. 

If such be the famine of the word of God in Great-Britain, 
where Protestantism and religious zeal have so greatly tended 
to diffuse it, how grievous must be the scarcity in France, 
Spain, Italy, and other Catholic countries! 

Let us now look at home, and let us begin our inquiries 
with a State which has long been distinguished for the reli- 

ious habits of its citizens. The Report of the Connecticut 
Bible Society for 1812, informs us, that there were more in 
that State without the Scriptures than the funds of the Society 
could supply ; and let us remember, that this is one of the 
most able Societies in the United States, and the State proba- 
bly better supplied with Bibles than any other district of the 
same population inthe world. The Report of the Massachu- 
setts Bible Society for 1813, asserts, that there are many set- 
tlements in the District of Maine, in which only one or two 
Bibles could be found. During the year preceding this Re- 
port, tlie Society had distributed within the Commonwealth 
no less than 2296 Bibles and 532 Testaments ; and they de- 
clare that, ‘“* however improbable it may seem, this number 
was needed.” 

In 1814, it was estimated that there were in Ohio 13,000 
families destitute of the Scriptures ; 12,000 in the Territories 
of Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri; 5000 in the Mississippi 
Territory ; 8000 in Louisiana; 10,000 in Tennessee ; and 
30,000 in Kentucky! 

Such is the dearth of the Scriptures both at home and 
abroad. Surely ‘ darkness has covered the earth, and 
gross darkness the people.’? But while we wonder at and 
lament this darkness, let us examine what we have done to 
dissipate it. 

Owing to the want of a centre of religious intelligence in 
the United States, it is impossible to ascertain with exactness 
the number of Bibles which have been distributed by the 


American Societies : we may, however, arrive at some gene- 
ral conclusions. 
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The Report of the @onnecticut Society for 1813, states 
the whole number of Bibles distributed by that Society since 
its establishment, at 7644; and adds, that this is a greater 
number than had been distributed by any other Society in the 
United States. ‘There were in the United States, at the com- 
mencement of that year, 24 Bible Societies: of these, four 
were formed in the course of the precéding year, and cannot 
be supposed to have distributed many Bibles during the few 
first months after their organization. Let us admit that the 
remaining twenty had each distributed as “ree 4 Bibles as the 
Connecticut Society, (although we are assured of the contra- 
ry,) and the whole number which would have been distributed 
at the commencement of 1813, would have been but 152,880. 
But when we recollect that the Connecticut Society, with one 
exception, is the oldest in our country ; that two of the above 
Societies are Bible and Prayer-Book Societies, and it is be- 
lieved distribute most cépies-of the latter book ; and that an- 
other of the twenty is a Bible and Tract Society, and there- 
fore devoting only a part of its funds to the distribution of the 
Bible, we shall perceive how very distant the admission we 
have made is from the truth. Since 1813, the number of Bi- 
ble Societies has greatly increased ; but the new Societies 
have been chiefly confined to towns and counties, and em- 
bracing but small districts of country. their funds have been 
proportionably limited ; and many of them are likewise of ve- 
ry recent date. If, therefore, we state the whole number of Bi- 
bles which, at the beginrling of 1816, had ever been distributed 
by the American Societies, at about 150,000, we shal? proba- 
bly overrate the actual amount. ‘The whole amount of Bi- 
bles, then, which Christian America has distributed, is not 
more than sufficient to supply each individual in Kentucley 
who is now destitute. 

But to love others besides ourselves, is the peculiar cha- 
racteristic of Christianity. Let us therefore inquire to what 
extent we have diffused the light of Revelation beyond our 
own borders? Jn order to send the Bible to foreigners, we 
must publish it in other languages than our own. ~ It is be- 
lieved the American Societies have not distributed the Bible 
in more than fowr languages, viz. English, French, Dutch, 
and German. The exact number of Bibles which have been 
sent out of the country cannot be ascertained ; but it is most 
probable that, with the exception of some sent to Canada, no 
considerable number, in any language, has been sent beyond 
our own territories ; and that the French, Dutch, and German 
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Bibles, which have been distributed, have been given to those 
of our own citizens who speak these languages, 

Thus it appears that since 1808, when the first Bible Soci- 
ety was established, the Christians of the United States have, 
through the medium of their Societies, distributed about 
150,000 copies of the Bible, in four languages, and chiefly 
among their own countrymen.. Such is the offering which, as 
a nation, we have made at the shrine of Christian benevo- 
lence ;----such is the return we have made to Heaven, for the 
national and individual blessings we enjoy ! 

Having thus ascertained what we ourselves have done in 
the cause of the Bible, let us see what others have done in the 
same cause. 

it appears from the last Report of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, that the Christians of Great Britain have, dué 
ring the last eleven years, through the medium of that Socie- 
ty, been instrumental in distributing 1,299,282 copies of the 
Scriptares, in 55 languages, and have aided in the establish- 
ment of Bible Societies in almost every part of the Pro- 
testant world. The income of this Society, for the last year, 
amounted to $443,000, a sum sufficient to. purchase, in this 
owe 600,000 Bibles, like those distributed by the Ame- 
rican Societies. 

In one year, then, the British and Foreign Bible Society 
could distribute 600,000 Bibles; while the American Socie- 
ties, since 1808 to the present time, have not probably distri- 
buted more than 150,000! 

And does the zeal and ability of the British Christians ex- 
ceed that of ours in this proportion? Heaven forbid. To 
what, then, is this amazing difference to be imputed? Sole-, 
ly to the difference of the instruments employed. Let us: 
therefore examine these instruments, and compare them with 
each other. 

To promote the general diffusion of the Bible, the Chris- 
tians of America have established 108 independent local Bi- 
ble Societies, which are scattered throughout the United 
States from Vermont to Louisiana*.,. Of these there are i0 
which, from their name, profess to be Auxiliary Societies. 
The author has seen the constitutions of three of the ten, and 
they are, to all intents and purposes, tndependent Socie- 
ties, not being bound to render the slightest pecuniary as- 
sistance to any other Society whatever. Of the remaining 
seven, two are female Societies. As it does not appear 


* See the sixth Report of the New-York Bible Society. 
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from their name§ that they are auxiliary to any Society in par- 
ticular, it is most probable that nothing more is meant by the 
term than an accordance with the objects and views of the 
Societies previously established. I am therefore justified in 
saying, that the means which the American Christians are 
employing to promote the general diffusion of the Bible, are 
108 independent local Bible Societies. We have already 
seen the effects produced by these means, and have contrast- 
ed them with the astonishing and magnificent result of the la- 
bours of the British Christians, 


(To be continued.) 
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Extracts from the Third Annual Report of the Female 
Bible Society of Geneva. Read and approved at the 
Annual Meeting of the Society, January 1, 1816. 


Tus Society was formed in March, 1813. At that time it was not ex- 
pected that it would ever be extended much beyond the village of Geneva. 
The few who then subscribed the Constitution, had no higher views than to 
be instrumental in communicating the Word of Life to some of the destitute 
in their own neighbourhood. But they were soon encouraged to hope that 
their sphere of usefulness might be extended to the neighbouring towns and 
counties. This hope has been, in a great measure, already realized. Many 
members have been added to the Society from different towns in this county, 
end in the counties of Seneca, Cayuga, Genesee, and Steuben. Some of 
these reside at places more than fifty miles distant from Geneva. As it could 
not be expected that these distant members would attend the stated meetings 
of the Society in this village, it was agreed that any number of members re- 
siding near each other, and atsuch a distance from this place as to render it 
inconvenient to meet here, should, at their request, be considered asa Branch 
of the Society ; and that it should be recommended to them, (if they should 
deem it expedient,) to meet together in their own neighbourhood, statedly, on 
the days pointed out in the Constjtution for the quarterly meetings of the So- 
ciety, and at such other times as they might think proper, to consult and pray 
togetler for the extension and usefulness of the Society in general, and of the 
pérticular Branch of it in their own town. It was also agreed, that such per- 
son or persons as these several Branches might nominate to the Trustees, 
should be appointed as Agents of the Society, whose duty it should be to su- 
perintend the distribution of Bibles in the respective neighbourhoods or towns 
where they might reside, and tocorrespond with the Trustees, communicating 
to them, from time to time, such information and advice as they might deem 
important, 

Some Branches have already been instituted, and their Agents appointed. 
This has been done in full confidence that in ali their transactions relative to 
the Institution, they will keep in view the great object of the Society, and will 
do nothing inconsistent with the spirit of its Constitution and Laws. 

The towns in which Branches have been formed, are as follows : 


Wolcott, Geneseo, Leicester, (inthe county of Genesee,) Cayuga Village, 


Romulus, (in the county of Séneca,) Gorham, West Bloomfield, Richmond, 
Avon, Lyops, Prattsbargh, (in the county of Steuben.) 
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The whole number of Members now belonging to the Society is 369. 
The whole number of Bibles received by the ‘Trustees since the organization 
of the Society is 614. . 
These Bibles, (except four presented by BD. Hudson, Esq.) have all been 
received from the New-York Bible Society, on the following oe : 
5 


A donation, - - - 
Do. - - . 80 1 
At 62 1-2 cents, - . - 80 
At 50 cents, . - - 400 
From D. Hudson, Esq, ~ - 4 
614 


Of these, there are now in the hands of the Trustees, 160 
Consequently, the number actually distributed is 454 

These Bibles have been distributed in the following places : 

In Geneva, and its vicinity, Wolcott, Genesee, Leicester, West-Bloom- 
field, Cayuga Village, Romulus, Gorham, Lyons, Richmond, and a few 
other places. 

The Trustees, in the name of the Society, take this opportunity to express 
their grateful sense of the generous notice which the New-York Bible Society 
have taken of our humble Institution, and to acknowledge our obligations to 
that Society for their liberality, manifestedet only by their repeated dona- 
tions to us, but also by their vote, “ to furnish this Society with Bibles at 
Fifty Cents per copy, to the amount of the funds which we may send them 
for that purpose.” 

While we feel and acknowledge our obligations of gratitude to our friends 
in New-York for these acts of kindness, let ug also consider them as indicatiens 
of Providence in favour of the good cause in which we all profess to be engag- 
ed; and let us, by our increasing activity and liberality in this good cause, 
manifest that we are not insensible of our obligations to the great “ Giver of 
every good and every perfect gn,” for the rich blessings and privileges which 
we are permitted to enjoy.—By our conduct, let us prove that we, also, (in 
our limited sphere, and according to our feeble abilities) are willing to uniie 
and co-operate with other mere respectable Bible Institutions, in doing what 
we can to furnish the ignorant and the destitute with ‘ the Holy Scriptures, 
which are able to make them wise unto salvation, through faith, which is in 
Christ Jesus.” 

We have abundant cause of gratitude that the Lord has hitherto prospered 
our Society, and has succeeded our feeble efforts far beyond what we had any 
reason to expect; and we humbly trust, that through his blessing on our en- 
deavours, we have already been enabled to do some good : but still we are con- 
strained to say, that pedh<the much remains yet to be done. The call for 
Bibles during the year past has been greater than in either of the two preced- 
ing years. And there are, without doubt, many in this extensive western 
country who are still destitute of the Oracles of ‘T'ruth—the only sure guide to 
Eternal Life. ome 

We cannot but hope and believe that there are yet many females, within the 
limits of our association, who are both able and willing to unite with us, and 
contribute their mite in dispersing abroad that Sacred Volume which is ‘ pro- 
iitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, and for instruction in righte- 
ousness.”.—-We appeal not merely to the piety, but to the compassion also, of 
vur female friends ; and we ask them to contemplate the spiritual poverty of 
the numerous wretched families in cur country, which are perishing for lacic 
of knowledge ; and then, seriously to inquire whether they can conscientiously 
withhold the trifling annuity which is required, in order to procure for them the 
Bread of Life? Who, that has any propez sense of the mora! maladies of 
mankind, can refuse to do something to promote the growth of that Treg of 
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Life whose leaves are for the healing of the nations? The object of our Sovie- 
ty is, to give the gospel to the poor. This, if prosecuted with r motives, 
is a divine work—it 1s Chris?-like-—One of the evidences of the divine mission 
of Christ, was, that “ the had the gospel preached unto them.” Let all, 
then, who would imitate the divine Saviour, and be workers together with 
God, come forward and join in this blessed work of sending the gospel to those 
who are, in every sense, poor and needy. 

Do we desire to be instrumental in relieving our fellow creatures from this 
distressing poverty, and in communicating to them the “ true riches ?”—do 
we wish to promote social peace, and good order, and the proper discharge of 
the relative duties of life ?>—Then let us distribute the Bible: For, if the prin- 
ciples of this Holy Book were thoroughly inculcated, and its dictates univer- 
sally obeyed, there would be no more fraud and oppression—no more tyranny 
in rulers, nor rebellion among subjects. There would be no more “ wars and 
fightings’”” in the world. ‘The sword would be beaten into the plough-share, 
and the spear into the pruning-hook. 

Does righteousness exalt a nation 2—is national piety uniformly connected 
with national prosperity ?—Then, if women, also, may be allowed to feel and 
express a love of country-—then, let us use our humble endeavours to send into 
every part of our beloved country that Holy Book which lays the foundation 
of all truc piety, and contains the elementary principles of all true patriot- 
ism 


charitable females in this western’country will cheerfully unite with us in our 
feeble efforts to aid the friends of Zion in other parts of christendom in their 
laudable attempts to put the sacred volume into the hands of the vast numbers 
who are now suffering “ a famine—not a famine of bread—but of the Word 
of the Lord.” We are friendly to other kinds of religious and charitable as- 
sociations, and we are willing to contribute to their support ; but we presume 
to say, thatnone of them can be less exceptionable than Bible Societies. In 
these, all denominations of christians may cordially unite.—Here, their “ scat- 
tered rays of light and love” may be collected together, and, by acting in 
concert, may act more forcibly and effectually ia dispelling the dark clouds 
of ignorance, jealousy and bigotry, which have too long enveloped this fallen 
world. 

Officers for the year 1816, chosemat the Annual Meeting, January 1, 1816. 


Mrs. HANNAH AXTELL, President. 
Mrs. ANN CARY DOX, Corresponding Secretary. 
Mrs. ANN COLLINS, T'reasurer. 


_S+cC- 


Extracts from the fourth Annual Report of the New-York 
Religious Tract Society. 


In presenting to the Society their Fourth Annual Report, 
the Managers have the pleasure to state, that, during the past 
year, they have very considerably enlarged the sphere of their 
labours. Notwithstanding they have had still to struggle 
with the discouragement of narrow and embarrassed funds ; 
yet they have endeavoured to proceed in their operations with 
a steady course, obedient to the inspired mjunction---In the 
morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine 
hand ; for thou knowest nat which shall prosper, or whether 
they shall both be alike good. 


We cannot conclude without again expressing our hope that all pious and 





THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 41 


In giving a detailed account of the transactions of the. past 
year, the eit in pursuance of the order heretofore ob- 
served, will first notice the state of their stereotype edition of 
the Larger Catechism, with Scriptural proofs. 

In the last Report, it was mentioned, that of the edition of 
5000 copies of the Catechism, 292 had been sold; that 200 
had been sent abroad for sale ; and that there were still on 
hand 4408, which were estimated, in sheets, at about 70v dol- 
lars. Since the date of that Report, the call for this work has 
fully equalled our expectations. 

wo hundred and ninety eight copies have been sent, 
agreeably to order, to different parts of the county of Onei- 
da, where we understand it has already been introduced, by 
a number of the clergy, into their catechetical schools. 

Early in the last spring, ninety-one copies were sent into 
the county of Orange, in compliance with an order from the 
Rev. Mr. Miligan. - 

In August, sixty copies were purchased by the Rev. Mr. 
Frost, of Whitesborough, for the youth of his congregation. — 

In the course of the spring and summer, the Rev. Dr. Wool- 
worth, of Bridgehampton, on Long-Island, desirous of intro- 
ducing this valuable work among the youth of his own and 
the adjacent congregations, transmitted an order for 100 
copies, and soon after, a second order for the additional num- 
ber of 200. The first parcel, and half of the second, have’ 
been sold, and the aval paid into the hands of the Trea 
surer. 

- Application has recently been made for a quantity, to sup- 
ply several congregations on another part of the Island. 

About 60 have a been sold during the last year, to sup- 
ply the catechetical schools in this City. = 

There are now on hand 3600 copies. Of these about 706 
are bound ; and the residue, having been already folded and 
collated, are prepared for binding, whenever they shall be 
wanted to supply the demand. 

The Board have been thus minute on this head, under the 
impression that the Society would be gratified to learn, that 
this excellent system of Divine Truth is gradually finding its 
way into the hands, and we trust, in some instances, to the 
hearts of our youth. Should the example of the congrega- 
tions we have mentioned be followed, as we have reason to 
hope, by others throughout the State, our present edition 
would soon fail to vipat the demand ; and, so far at least as 
that edition should extend, we shall have accomplished, per- 
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haps in the best manner practicable, the important end for 
which our Society was established. 

It was stated in the last Report, that the Tracts then on 
hand, amounted in number to 46,345. Since that period, the 
Managers have printed 70,000, as follows :--- 


5000 of No. 4—The Lord’s Day. 5000 of No. 7—Sin no Trifle. 5000 of 
No. 3—Poor Joseph. 5000 of No. 12—A Serious Inquiry. 5000 of No. 11 
—Converted Negro. 5000 of No. 13—Swearer’s Prayer. 5000 of No. 18— 
Covey, 5000 of No. 22—Bible best of all Books. 5000 of No. 27—Pastoral 
Visits. 10,000 of No. 31—The Dairyman’s Daughter. 5000 of No. 82—Sin 
and Danger of neglecting the Saviour. 5000 of No. 33—Sixteen Short Ser- 
mons. 5000 of No. 34—Importance of Sobriety. 

During the last year, the Managers have distributed, inclading the number 
sold, 85,576 Tracts; a greater number than were distributed and soid in 
the three former years. ‘The following statement will show where the Tracts 
have been distributed :— 

To the Cape of Good Hope, Batavia, and Canton, 180; to the Island of St. 
Croix, 200; to the Island of St. Christophers, 100; to other West-India Isl- 
ands, 500; in Lower Canada, 100; at New-Orleans, 327; at Charleston, S. 
C. 480; in the State of Kentucky, 300; in the State of Virginia, 500; in the 
State of Ohio, 200; in various party of New-Jersey, 5236; in the State of Con- 
necticut, 1000; in the State of Massachusetts, 1220; in the State of Rhode- 
Island, 308 ; in the State of Vermont, 204. 

In the following Counties of the State of New-York :—West-Chester, 1367; 
Rockland, 780; Orange, 2020; Sullivan, 300; Ulster, 600; Greene, 600; 
Dutchess, 1000; Columbia, 1664} Washington, 920; Rensselaer, 400; Es- 
sex, 200; Franklin, 132; Albany, 600; Schenectady, 400; Saratoga, 200; 
Jefferson, 600; St. Lawrence, 500; Chenango, 384; Oneida, 2132; Ontario, 
380 ; Seneca, 200; Cayuga, 850; Niagara, 240; at the Montezuma Salt 
Works, 408; on Shelter Island, 550; in various parts of Long-Island, 2982 ; 
on board of the Steam Boats during the year, 4170. 

In addition to the above, there have been presented to different Societies for 
their distribution, as follows :— 

To the Newark Cent Society, 860; to the Tract Society of South-Salem, 
200; to the Providence Female Traet Society, 500 ; to the Utica Auxiliary So. 
ciety, 1000; to the Tract Society at Rome, 1000; to the Female Tract Society 
at Brooklyn, 550; to the do. do. do. at Flatbush, 550; to the do. do. do. at 
Hanover, N. J. 200. 

The remainder have been distributed in the Alms-House, the Hospital, the 
State Prison, the Debtor’s Prison, the Bridewell, among Charitable Institu- 
tions, in the Markets, on board of Vessels, and among the inhabitants of the 
City. 

Since the last Report, there have been sold at the Depository 27,898 Tracts, 
and 24 Copies of the last Annual Report, amounting to § 345.87. 

Of the number sold, 22,891 were purchased by different Societies, as fo!- 
tows :-—~ 

Female Cent Society at Newarl, 800; Female Tract Society at Brooklyn, 
5000; do. do. at Flatbush, 2655; do. do. at Hanover, N. J, 100; do. do. 
at Providence, R. I. 2650; Auxiliary Tract Society at Utica, 6054 ; do. do. 
at Rome, 5382; Tract Society dt South Salem, 200; do. do. at Lyme, 
(Con.) 2100. 

There are now on hand 30,660 Tracts. 

From the statement of the accounts of the Society, it appears to be in debt 
to the amount of 417 dolls. 85 cts. 

To meet this balance, and to enable them to continue the printing of Tracts 
for distribution during the year which now commences, the Managers hare 
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within theie_reach no other resources, than the annual contributions of the 
Members of the Society, and the sales of the Larger Catechism. 


[ T'o be continued. } 
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Extract of a letter from a gentleman at Princeton, N. J. 
dated the 16th March, 1816, ’ 


‘| was present last evening on a very interesting occa- 
sion. It was the first annual meeting of the Dollar Society, 
established at this place, in conformity with the recommenda- 
tion of the General Assembly of our Church, for the assist- 
ance of the Theological Seminary that has been located here. 
A sermon, suited to the occasion, was preached by Dr. Green, 
the President of the College, from the last clause of the 14th 
verse of the 29th chapter of 1 Chronicles: For all things 
come of thee, and Of thine own have we given thee. ‘The sub- 
ject was illustfated with great clearness. At the close of his 
discourse, Dr. Green applied the subject by observing, that 
the Supreme Judicature of our Church had taken measures 
to raise funds for the support of the Theological Seminary 
here established ; that one of these measures (and the most 
important of all, if it can be carried into effect) is to form a 
Dollar Society in every Presbyterian Church within the 
United States. ‘ This concern,’ said he, ‘ is one of the high- 
est importance to the Church of Christ. I think it not irreve- 
rent or unbecoming to say, that’ it resembles the one that 
produced the text. ‘The scanty and imperfect exertions here- 
tofore made to provide Gospel Ministers, and to give them a 
suitable education, has been like keeping the Ark of the Co- 
venant in a tent, We want a temple for the purpose, and we 
are trying toerect it. And who is there that does not wish 
to lay a stone in this sacred edifice? Then let every one 
tontribute willingly, remembering that God loveth a cheerful 
giver---that God gave him all his property, and now calls for 
a little of his own, which, if rightly given, he will remunerate 
with an eternal reward.’ 

‘“* After sermon, a collection was made, when, besides the 
annual dollar from about'sixty members, a handsome sum was 
raised from persons present, not members of the Society. If 
the several congregations belonging to the Presbyterian 
Church would evince a zeal on this subject, proportioned to 
their wealth and numbers, how noble a monument of their 
piety and heneficence would shortly be exhibited in this 
place! Our numerous vacant Churches would then, in due 
fime, be supplied with a learned and pious, an able and faith- 
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ful ministry ; our frontier settlements would be furnished 
with the means of spiritual improvement ; Missionaries would 
be provided for distant and destitute lands ; and the effects of 
the general dissemination of divine truth would be seen in 
the improvement of morals---in the suppression of vice, and 
in the establishment of those benevolent and charitable insti- 
tutions, which are calculated to instruct the ignorant, to re- 
lieve the indigent, to reclaim the wicked, and to carry peace, 


joy, and hope, to the bosom of every sincere believer.’ 


04 oS 


MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


Moravian Missions.---(Continued from page 21.) 
(COAST OF LABRADOR.) 
' Nain, August 24, 1814. 
Dearest Breruren, ‘ 

We had been for some time expecting accounts of the 
ship, when, on the 5th of August, we heard the report of se- 
veral muskets among the islands, and guessed right, that 
they announced the arrival of the post-kayaks. At noon 
they entered our harbour,, with the joyful news, that the Je- 
mima had arrived safe at Qkkak, on the Ist of this month, 
and brought an account that peace was re-established in Eu- 
rope. We stood amazed, and filled with gratitude, when we 
considered the marvellous power of God, who, in a short 
time, can bring about so great a change: for, where the eye 
of man cannot penetrate heanah the thick darkness, there all 
with him is clear and bright Nor do we ascribe the pre- 
servation of the ship, by which our communication with you 
has been maintained now for upwards of forty years, to any 
other cause but his mercy and favour, we therefore offer unto 
him our humble and fervent.thanks and praises from year to 
vear. ° 
~ Your very acceptable letter, which was read in a meetin 
of the family, we again found full of expressions of the kind- 
est brotherly love towards us, and participation in the welfare 
both of ourselves, and of thea.work committed unto us. 

We have the pleasure to inform you, that the Mission still 
prospers, through the mercy. of our Saviour. The enemy is, 
indeed, not idle, but endeavours to sift those who believe on 
Jesus ; and we grieve to be obliged to mention even two of 
our communicants, who have fallen into temptation and sin, 
and are excluded at present. On the other hand, those six, 
who this year have become pertakers of the Lord’s Supper, 
afford us much joy by their faithful walk and conversation. 
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By this addition, the number of our communicants is increas- * 
ed to 35, and 7 have been added to the candidates ; 6 adults, 
and 9 children, were baptized; 2, baptized as children, were 
received into the congregation; 4 became candidates for 
baptism ; and 1 adult departed this life. 

f we take a view of the general state of our Esquimanx 
congregation, we may declare with truth, that divine life is 
manifest among them, and by far the greater part are earnest- 
ly intent upon showing their faithfulness and love towards our 
Saviour, by a deportment made conformable to his mind and 
word. But, of the children, we must repeat what we wrote 
last year, that only a few of them give hopes of conversion. 
The schools have been conducted with the blessing of God, 
and diligently attended. . 

In our own family, love and harmony prevailed throughout 
the whole year, and, both in our intercourse with each other 
as fellow-labourers in the vineyardyand when we met our 
dear people, the peace of God our Saviour reigned amongst 
us. Our feeble testimony of the love of Jesus in giving himself 
as a ransom for sin, was heard and’received with gladness, and 
approved itself as the power of God in the hearts of the Esqui- 
maux. May he grant to-us, his servants, that our own hearts 
may always be deeply penetrated with a sense of his redeem- 
ing love, and our practical knowledge of the mystery of his 
cross increase more and more ; then we on be sure that his 
bless.ng will not fail to accompany our words ; for, out of the 
abundance of the heart, the mouth will speak. He has him- 
self begun the good work in this place, and he will complete 
it in his own good time. 

One of our chief employments poe ae has been the build- 
ing of our new church, which, by God’s mercy, is completely 
walled and roofed in. It is 54 feet long, 24 wide, and 10 high, 
to the beams. We have great cause for thankfulness to God, 
for his help arid preservation during this work, which was 
sometimes almost too much for-eur few hands, and therefore 
now and then attended with danger. We hope to finish the 
whole, so as to be opened in autumn, and are glad to have 
now a roomy church to meet in, as, since the return of the 
ship last year, our number is increased by 34 persons, and 
166 Esquimaux have dwelt on our land. 

The accounts you have sent us of the dreadful devastations 
in Germany, and the great distress experienced by some of 
our congregations, have filled Gar hearts with sorrow and 
deep sympathy. Praised be God, who has inclined the 
hearts of somany benevolent persons in England to come to 
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the relief of the poor sufferers. The blessing of him that wag 
ready to perish will.come upon them. 

e notice the happy departure of the Brethren Green and 
Dixon, who were long members of your Society, and feel for 
your loss. They now rest in peace in the presence of our 
Saviour. 

We beg you again to present our unfeigned thanks to the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, for their readiness to print 
for us any integral part of the Scriptures in the Esquimaux 
language. But we cannot send out any manuscript transla- 
tions this year, as py arr more revision. By the next op- 
portunity we hope to be able to transmit some of the Epistles, 
and the Acts of the Apostles, and to profit by so generous an 
offer. 

We return to you, dearest brethren, our most unfeigned 
thanks for the liberal supply you have again sent us of all the 
necessary provisions and’stores, and ‘ay the Lord for rais- 
ing up so many benefactors among the English nation, who 
take so kind a share in the great expense attending this Mis- 
sion. May he establish peace in Europe, and soon put a stop 
to the war withAmerica. We also pray that he would again 
mercifully conduct the ship to you in safety. This depends 
not upon war or peace, but solely upon the gracious protec- 
tion of Him who ruleth all things in heaven and on earth. 

Toconclude, we commend ourselves to your love and kind 
remembrance in prayer, and shall always think of you with 
love and gratitude, entreating the Lord to bless youall. We 
remain, &c. 

(Signed) C. SCHREIBER, G. SCHMIDTMAN, 

T. CHRISTENSEN, JACOB NISSEN, 
J. LUNDBURG, PETER STOCK. 
(To be continued.) 
oe 
Grand Triple Alliance, or, “ Holy League!” 
[Translated for the Boston Daily Advertiser. ] 

Ly the name of the Holy and Indivisible Trinity. 

Their Majesties the Emperor of Austria, the King of Prussia, and the Em- 
peror of Russia, inconsequence of the great events which have distinguished, 
m Europe, the course of the three last years, and especially of the blessings 
which ithas pleased Divine Providence to shed upon those states, whose ‘go- 
vernments have placed their confidence and their hope in it alone, having ac- 
quired the thorough conviction, that it is necessary for ensuring their continu- 
ance, that the several powers, im their mutual relations, adopt the sublime 
truths which are pointed out to us by the eternal religion of the Saviour God : 

Declare solemaly, that the present act has no other object than to show in 
the face of the universe their unwavering determination to adopt for the only 
rule of their conduct, both in the admmistration of their respective states, 


and in their political relations with evcry other government, the precepts of 
this holy religion, the precepts of justice, of charity, and of peace, which 
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far from being solely applicable to private life, ought, on the contrary, direct- 
ly to influence the resolutions of Princes, and to guide all their undertakings, 
as being the only means of giving stability to human institutions, and of re- 
medying their imperfections. 

Their Majesties have therefore agreed to the following articles : 

Art. 1. conformity with the words of the Holy Scriptures, which com- 
mand all men to regard one another as brethren, the three contracting Mo- 
narchs will remain united by the bonds of a true and indissoluble fraternity ; 
and considering each other as co-patriots, they will lend one another, on 
every occasion, and in every place, assistance, aid, and support; and re- 
garding their subjects and armies, as the fathers of their families, they will 
govern them in the spirit of fraternity with which they are animated, for the 
protection of religion, peace and justice. ' 

Art. Il. Therefore the only governing principle between the above men- 
tioned governments and their subjects, shall be that of rendering reciprocal 
services ; of testifying, by an unalterable beneficence, the mutual affection 
with which they ought to be animated; of considering all as only the members 
of one Christian nation, the three allied Princes looking upon themselves as 
delegated by Providence to govern three branches of the same family, to wit, 
Austria, Prussia, @ind Russia; confessing likewise, that the Christian nation 
of which they and their people form a part, have really no other sovereign 
than Him, to whom alone power belongs of fight, because in Hum alone are 
found all the treasures of love, of science, and of wisdom ; that is to say, 
God, our Divine Saviour Jesus Christ, the Word of the Most High, the Word 
of Life. Their Majesties, therefore, recommend, with the most tender solici- 
tude, to their people, as the only means of enjoying that peace which springs 
from a good conscience, and which alone is durable, to - fortify themselves 
every day more and more in the principles and exercise of the duties which 
the Divine Saviour has pointed out to us. 

Art. IIIf. All powers which wish solemnly to profess the sacred principles 
which have dictated this act, and who shall acknowledge how important it is 
to the happiness of nations, too long distarbed, that these traths shall hence- 
forth exercise upon human destinies, all the influence which belongs to them, 
shall be received with as much readiness as affection, into this holy alliance. 

Made triparte, and signed at Paris, in the year of our Lord 1815, on the 
14th (26) September. 

FRANCIS, 
FREDERICK WILLIAM, 
A true copy of the original. ALEXANDER. 


Sr. PereErspvracnH, Jan. 13. 
The following is the manifesto which his Imperial Majesty published on Christ- 
mas Day. 
“** By the Grace of God, we, Alexander the First, Emperor and Autocrat of 
all the Russias, &c. hereby make known, 

‘* As we have seen from experience, and from the unhappy consequences 
that have resulted for the whole world, that the course of the political relations 
in Europe between the powers, has not been founded on those true principles 
upon which the wisdom of God in his revelations has founded the peace and 
prosperity of all nations : 

‘* We have, consequently, in conjunction with their Majesties the Emperor 
of Austria, Francis the First, and the King of Prussia, Frederick William, 
proceeded to form an alliance between us, (to which the other Christian pow- 
ers are invited to accede,) in which we reciprocally engage, both between 
ourselves and in respect to our subjects, to adopt, as the sole means to attain 
this end, the principle drawn from the words. and doctrine of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, who preaches not to live in enmity and hatred, but in peace and 
love, We hope and implore the blessing of the Most High; may this sacred 
wnion be confirmed between all the powers, for their geacral good, and (de- 
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terred by the union of al} the rest) may no one dare to falloff from it. We 
accordingly subjoin a copy of this union, ordering it to-bé made generall, 
known, and read in all the churches. ; 

** St. Petersburgh, on the day of the birth of our Saviour, 25th Dec. 1814 


ALERANDER.” 
The original is signed by his Imperial Majesty’s owa hand. = 
Sto 


Translation of a LetTER from FRayce relative to SUNDAY ScHooLs. 
Paris, September 5, 1815. 
My pEAR Sin Aanp FRIEND, 

You will doubtless be surprised at my long silence. I have equally as good 
a reason to be so, because, till this day, I have not found the means to exe- 
cute the projects which I had conceived relative to the Sunday Schools, so 
that I feel_myself obliged to inform you that every attempt on this subject, 
hitherto, has been fruitless. The pastors of the reformed church at Paris, to 
whom [have spoken of the importance of a like institution, have applauded 
the zeal which animates the Society of London, and of which you are so dis- 
tinguished:a member, have added that they ought equally. to have established 
Sunday Schools in their churches, but they find, in the ggitical situation ip 
which the cause of the protestants of France is at this moment, a sufficient 
reason not. yet to commence a similar institution. One of the clergymen of 
the Lutheran church, whom I have also engaged in founding a Sunday School 
for the children of his flock, informed. me that he believed that the greatest 
ebstacle which I should find te the execution of my design would be, the want 
of teachers, and especially among the young people of the female sex. Our 
young people, added he, are inthe habit of taking a walk during the greater 
pert of Sunday, and our young females seek for husbands from the age of 

fteen to sixteen. How shall we find masters and mistresses (for whom we 
have occasion) to direct a school somewhat numerous, unless we procure them 
with money ? 

I have also spoken of Sunday Schools to Monsieur » counsellor of 
state; whatI told him interested him much in favour of such an establish- 
ment ; he requested me to give him a detailed account, that he might know 
what means to employ, for the support of good manners, and the desirable 
advancement of religion. I shall hasten to satisfy the request of this. philan- 
thropist, and inform you of the result of my exertions. [have sent to Bour- 
deaux, thirty pounds sterling for the society of which youarea member. The 
English merchant, whom I have engaged to pay this sum to my father, having 
jearned the excellent purpose for which it was intended, has also wished to 
contribute towards it, and to second your liberal intentions, instead of paying 
the pounds sterling at the present rate of exchange, which is extremely low, 
he has ordered the thirty pounds should be made payable tome at Bourdeaux, 
at the rate.of twenty-four francs per pound sterling, which has much increas- 
ed the sum intended to establish the first Sunday School at Bourdeaux. Pre- 
sent my sincere respects to the different persons attached to the Islington Sun- 
day School, to whom I owe the reety pounds you have sent me, and also 
make my respects to the Sunday School Union for the assistance they have 
also afforded me to contribute more efficaciously to the honourable end which 
they propose. When I shall have interesting news to communicate to them, I 
shall hasten to doit. Hitherto, | have been engaged in founding, in this ca- 
pital, Sunday Schools forthe children of the poor, after the Lancasterian sys- 
tem. The preparatory schoo] which I have founded, is composed-of fifty chil- 
dren. IT have o tained, ‘after much discussion, that the reading leseons should 
consist of extracts from the Bible, which is a great point obtained. If the 
Gord continue to prosper my labours, | hope soon to see all the mdigent youth 
of France formed anew in the knowledge of reading, writing, and accompts, 
and their minds and hearts directed towards the religion of Christ, almost ex- 
tinguished or obscured among us. May the Lord assist, with hie powerful 
aid, and give me grace to fiaish with success a work so ~ and so — 











